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Two Uranium Miners Are Misusing Dept. of Commerce Section 232 Process  

 

February 5, 2019, Washington—Two uranium miners are misusing the Department of Commerce’s 

(DOC) Section 232 uranium imports investigation to increase profits.  In addition, the two uranium 

mining companies continue to falsely claim that the U.S. imports uranium from “bad actors.”   

 

“The two foreign-owned uranium mining companies are unfairly using the Department of Commerce 232 

process,” said David Tamasi, AHUG spokesman.  “This is a misuse of the tariff process.”  

 

A review of comments filed in the DOC Section 232 investigation shows that no support exists for a 25 

percent domestic quota beyond the two companies and those with a vested financial interest in them.  The 

two uranium mining companies entered into long term contracts years ago at higher prices that are 

expiring or have expired.  To keep those prices high, they need a 25 percent domestic quota to satisfy 

their foreign investors.   

 

A domestic purchase quota would jeopardize nuclear energy plants in more than 30 U.S. 

states, threatening nearly 100,000 direct jobs and 475,000 indirect jobs.  By contrast, the entire 

U.S. uranium mining industry employs about 400 workers. No credible third-party study or economic 

data has been put forth to quantify any expected job gains from a 25 percent domestic quota. 

 

In 2017, the U.S. and U.S. allies Canada and Australia accounted for nearly 60 percent of the U.S. 

uranium supply, with none from China.  An additional 11 percent came from Kazakhstan, a NATO 

partner that enjoys a strong relationship with the U.S.  In fact, import adjustment measures, such as tariffs 

or quotas on imported uranium, will artificially increase U.S. prices and drive down non-U.S. prices, 

benefitting China by giving it access to artificially cheaper non-U.S. uranium. 
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About The Ad Hoc Utilities Group (AHUG) 

AHUG consists of a majority of the nuclear generators in the U.S. including Ameren Missouri, Dominion 

Energy Services, Inc. on behalf of Virginia Electric and Power Company and Dominion Energy Nuclear 

Connecticut, Inc., Duke Energy Carolinas, LLC and Duke Energy Progress, LLC, Energy Northwest, 

Entergy Operations, Inc. and Entergy Nuclear Operations, Inc., Exelon Generation Company, LLC, 

Pacific Gas and Electric Company, PSEG Nuclear LLC, South Carolina Electric & Gas Company, and 

Xcel Energy Services Inc.  For more information, please visit www.ahuguranium.com. 
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